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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Project Lead / Consultant

Issue Date: January 3, 2025
Title: Project Lead / Consultant
Reference Number: RMTD-PROJLEAD-HYDROGEN
Issuing Agency: Reagan Mass Transit District
ATTN: Greg Gates, Director
210 E Progress Drive, Dixon, IL 61021
Phone: (815) 288-2117

Proposals for furnishing the services described herein
will be received until: 1:00 PM on February 7. 2025

All inquiries for information should be directed to contact listed above

PROPOSALS MAILED OR HAND-DELIVERED, SEND DIRECTLY TO:
REAGAN MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT, 210 E PROGRESS DRIVE, DIXON, IL 61021

Reference Number, Date and Time of proposal submission deadline, as reflected above,
must clearly appear on the face of the returned proposal package.

Name and Address of Company:

Date:
By:
(Signature in ink)
Zip Code: Name:
(Please Print)

Telephone: () Title:
Fax Number: () FEIN Number:
DUNS Number: E-Mail Address:

Please answer the following with either YES or NO:
My organization is licensed in the State of Illinois to provide the requested services
My organization is registered with an active account in www.sam.gov

In Compliance with this Request for Proposals and to all conditions imposed therein and hereby incorporated
by reference, the above signed offers and agrees to furnish the goods/services described herein in accordance
with the attached signed proposal or as mutually agreed upon by subsequent negotiation.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

General Information

Background. ........cceiieieeiiiniiininninsniinsnicssnnnesssnissssnsssssssssssnsssssees w4
Proposal REQUESL.........uuiieiveiiiireicnssnncsssnicsssnissssnisssssesssassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasss 4
RFP Timeline 4
ProOjJECt SCOPE c.cuueieruricsrerinssenessnnessnncssnisssssssssssssssasssssasssssssssssssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssanss 6
Submittal Requirements
1) COVEE LEtter ..uuuuieuiiiniiininininsniisnicsnnsssicssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss 6
2) Company INformation ..........ceeceeveeencsncsssencsssencssssscsssscsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 6
3)  Project APProach ......iceiinieinniinsinniinsninssnissnicnssississssissssssssissssessssssssssssseaes 7
4)  Project TeAM.u.uciciceicssercssanscsssnssssssssssasssssassssssssssssssssssssssasssssasssssasssssssssssnssssssssssns 7
5) Similar Project EXperience......ceiuecsinsensecsenssenseecsecssenssecssesesssessscssasssscsseens 7
6) Other Submittal REQUIremMents.......cccccevvvrersvrcssnrcssnrcsssercsssnscssssssssassssssssssassssnns 7
Evaluation Of PrOPOSALS.......c.cciuiiiiieiieiieeieecte ettt ettt et e beesib e ebeessaeesbeessseensaessseenseensns 8
EVAlUALION CIIETIA ...eeutiiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt et e et e st e et e e s et e eabee s st e eabeesnbeeseesnseenseennes 9
INMQUITIES ...ttt ettt e s e st e et e e et eeentaeeessaeeessaeessseeeanseeenseeernseeensseeenseeesnseeennseeennses 9
REFP DEIIVETADIES ......coiiieiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt et e st e bt e s st e eabeesateebeesnseenseennee 9

Federal Provisions

1) No Federal Government Obligations to Third Parties ........cccoeeviiuiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiniiinnnn 10
2) False Statements or Claims/Civil and Criminal Fraud.......cccceceiiiiiiiiiiniiiiinniiiinnennn 10
3) Access to Third Party Contract Records......cccvvveiiiuiiiniiiniiieiiieiiiiiiiniosnrcensconnnes 10
4) Changes to Federal Requirements.....cocevieiieiiiiiieiiiiiieiiiiieiieriicierieciecieciaccnscnann 11
5) Termination.....ccieeeiiiieeriiiieeierisasiosessteossstosesssoosssssosrmessossssssosssssssssssssssnssssssas 11
6) Civil RIgRES...uciuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicrr ettt et e s e eeaeaes 12
7) Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBES) .....ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieennnes 17
8) Incorporation of FTA Terms....ccccciiieiiiiiiniiiiiniiiiinniioienricnmessccsessscssssscsenssssssnscns 19
9) Debarment and SUSPENSION.....ccciiieiiiiiiiieiiiiiiietiieteiieteistormetcssscsssssasosssssssonnses 22
10) Energy Conservation....cc.ciiiieiiiiieiiiiinsiiiisseosesstsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 22
11) Conformance with ITS National Architecture ........cccoevviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieinncn 22

12) Prohibition on Contracting for Certain Telecommunications and Video Surveillance.....23

State and Third-Party Clauses and Provisions

LT G4 1110 L LT 1) 26
2) TermiNAtiOn c.ccvueiieeiiniiiniiinieenioserosetoressnsssssssssssssssssosssssssssssssssossssssssssssnssns 26
) T 9T 1] 1) 26
4) DebaArment c..covueiieiiiniiieiiiaiiiaroeetosetssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssss 27
5) Method of PAYMENt ...coviinniiiniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiineiiescteresstsessosssossonsssnssnnses 27
6) Contract Period ....ccevvueiiriiiniiieiiiniiiniiieiiietieeieiosstssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssns 27
7) Financial Assistance Acknowledgment ..........cccoivviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieienenenn 27
8) Prohibited Interest of Local Official ........cocuvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieinioieisceccnnnn 28
9) Contract ChAanGes ....ccovuiiieiiiuiiieiiieiiietiieiieriisttescssscssssesssssscsssosssssssossssssssnss 28

Reagan Mass Transit District RFP: Project Lead Consultant/Hydrogen Study Page | 2



1O) SUDCONIIACES c.uviineiiniiiniiiniiieiiieiietinecierssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssnssssss 28
11) Vendor Registration with Illinois Department of Human Rights ............eneeneesn. 28

12) ASSIZNIMENT .uvtuuiiiniiiniiiniiiaiereroserssetsnecsssssssossssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssnsssssssnsonns 28
13) Retention of ReCOrdS ....ccuviiieiiiiniiiieiiiiniiiineieiieiisenitsssatcssscossssosesssssssscsnnses 28
14) Ownership of DOCUMENTS ....ocviireiiieiiieiieiineiiniesatosstsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsonnss 28
15) Government (IL) INSPeCtion .....cccceiiuiiiniiiiiieiiiniiiniiiiiiniiiecircintcentessscesssnscen 29
TO)INSUIANCE «vvvuviineirneirneesareseresssosasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssssssnssssssssssssasssssssasss 29

Reagan Mass Transit District RFP: Project Lead Consultant/Hydrogen Study Page | 3



REAGAN MASS TRANSIT DISTRICT

Request for Proposals: Project Lead / Consultant on Hydrogen Feasibility Study

The intent of this Request for Proposals (RFP) from Reagan Mass Transit District is to receive
responses from qualified and eligible organizations with requisite experience in leading a study
related to the use of Hydrogen Fuel in Rural Public Transportation. Deadline for submissions is
by no later than 1:00 PM (Central Time) on Friday, February 7, 2025. Submissions received
after the deadline will not be considered. Submissions found to be ineligible — because of
missing application elements — will not be considered for funding. Reagan Mass Transit District
reserves the right to reject any and all proposals received and re-issue the RFP.

BACKGROUND

Currently, Reagan Mass Transit District provides public transportation to residents of Lee and
Ogle Counties in North Central Illinois, with an annual ridership of 93,400. Fleet vehicles of
Reagan Mass Transit District travel more than 776,000 miles annually, and are all ADA
compliant and wheel chair accessible. Headquarters of RMTD is located in the Reagan Transit
Center at 210 E Progress Drive, Dixon, IL 61021.

PROPOSAL REQUEST

This RFP of Reagan Mass Transit District is requesting responses from qualified organizations
with related experience in leading a multi-year study on the potential development and use of
Hydrogen fuel in rural public transportation. This proposal is looking to build upon those
successes in urban transit centers and find an answer to the question of whether this
technology and infrastructure is an appropriate fit for public transit in rural Illinois. At
completion, project staff will have completed a: 1) Feasibility Study of using hydrogen as a
fuel for vehicles in rural public transportation; 2) Benefit Cost Analysis of the proposed use
of this alternative fuel, and 3) Strategic Plan detailing the utilization of hydrogen fueled
buses and infrastructure into our rural public transportation fleet.

This project scope will include an assessment of current local sources of hydrogen fuel as
well as potential sources for creating this alternative fuel including solar and wind
technology, methane captured from landfill and agricultural operations. In addition to
assessing local fuel sources, this project will give consideration to the sourcing of vehicle
options for conversion to hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.

The selected organization will be required to submit provisions, certifications, clauses, financial
information, cost information and other information as required by funding agencies. The
contract period for this project is for an 18-month period with a start date to be determined upon
awarding to the successful bidding organization. RMTD receives federal and state funding to
support its rural public transportation operation, along with locally sourced funding. This
project will be supported with funding from State Planning and Research Program of the
[llinois Department of Transportation.

RFP TIMELINE

Day / Date Description

January 3, 2025 Announcement of RFP is published in Sauk Valley Newspapers
and Breeze Courier, and also available via the procurement page of
RMTD web site (www.reaganmasstransit.org).

January 3, 2025 RFP is available to organizations in fulfilling the role of Project Lead
Consultant via email and websites.

January 13, 2025 Questions (via email) will be answered as they are received. Send
questions to Greg Gates at procurement@reaganmtd.org
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February 7, 2025 Request for Proposals due to the following address:

Submittals due by no later than Reagan Mass Transit District

1:00 PM (Central). 210 E Progress Drive

Dixon, IL 61021

Late bids will not be accepted. Attention: Greg Gates, Director

February 14, 2025 Evaluation team will review RFP responses and score those received
by the deadline of February 7, 2025 at 1:00 PM (Central).

February 18, 2025 Responsive and eligible organizations to this RFP notice will be
notified of the status of their application by letter.

March 1, 2025 Targeted start date for Project Lead Consultant to begin work with
Reagan Mass Transit District.
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PROJECT SCOPE

As the rural public transportation operation in Lee and Ogle Counties, Reagan Mass Transit
District, a local government, is interested in taking a comprehensive look into the use of
Hydrogen Fuel in Rural Public Transportation Vehicles as well as the potential development
of this fuel source. Funding for this project is being provided by the Illinois Department of
Transportation, State Planning and Research Program, with an anticipated timeframe not to
exceed 18-months.

This Request for Proposals (RFP) of Reagan Mass Transit District is seeking a consulting partner
to lead the process, start to finish, with requisite experience in similar type projects. University
settings are encouraged to respond to this RFP opportunity.

This proiect scone will include an assessment of current local sources of hvdrogen fuel as
well as potential sources for creating this alternative fuel including solar and wind
technology. methane captured from landfill and agricultural operations. In addition to
assessing local fuel sources. this proiect will give consideration to the sourcing of vehicle
options for conversion to hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.

The Project Lead Consultant will be required to submit required provisions, certifications,
clauses, financial information, cost information and other information as required by the
funding agency. Contract period for this project is estimated at 18-months with the total award
amount to not exceed $150,000. Estimated start is by no later than March 1, 2025 with a
completion target of December 31, 2026. This request does not commit RMTD to award nor
pay any costs incurred in the preparation of an RFP by any submitter nor to contract for any
services. RMTD reserves the right to reject any or all RFPs received, or to cancel in part or in
its entirety the request, if it is in the best interest of the organization to do so.

SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS

Eligible organizations with the requisite experience shall submit a concise statement of its
qualifications, as identified in this RFP, and includes the following information, documented in
the manner and order outlined below. In a convincing manner, relate to the evaluation team your
company’s story and why it is best qualified to assist Reagan Mass Transit District in providing
the identified needs, now and in the future, of the public transportation system.

1) Cover Letter

e This should include a brief introduction along with qualifications of the company
and an overview of the number of staff of the company.

e Provide proof of the appropriate licensure of your company along with specific
licensure information of lead staff who will be providing the services to Reagan
Mass Transit District.

o Identify staff person from your company who will serve as the Single Point of
Contact during the bid solicitation process.

o Identify staff person from your company who is authorized to enter into
contractual agreements with Reagan Mass Transit District. This staff person is
responsible for signing the Cover Letter to this application.

2) Company Information
e Name, contact person, address, phone number and e-mail.
e History of company including list of related consultant services provided,
the company’s organizational structure and number of employees.
e Names and experience of key individuals, including professional registrations and
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licensure, as well as experience with relevant projects including those, if any, with
governmental entities.

3) Project Approach
e State an understanding of the proposed project and the approach your company
will use for the completion of the proposed scope of work of this project.
e Provide a proposed project timeline for the completion of services requested.

4) Project Team

e List professional and support positions, along with their roles as part of the
Project Team.

e IfaProject Team member has prior experience with leading a similar
Consultant project, please share that information in as much detail as possible.
If no one on the Team has such experience please share work of a similar type
and the outcome.

e [fapplicable, list professional consultants outside your company you propose to
subcontract with for professional services for this project. Provide specific
information on the outside company and its team members.

5) Similar Project Experience
e Submit a list of four similar or related projects and provide the following:
o Name of Project
Location of Project
Project Description
Cost of Project
Services Provided
Client Contact Information

O O O O O

6) Other Submittal Requirements
e In a one-page narrative, explain why your company is uniquely positioned to be
selected as the vendor of choice for this project.
e Provide verification of General Liability and Professional Liability Insurance
coverage.
Provide verification of company’s license in the State of Illinois.
Provide verification of company’s active registration with www.sam.gov

Provide full annualized budget of expected costs for providing scope of Consultant
Services.
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EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS

An evaluation team will review the Request for Proposals (RFP) from responding organizations
and score each of the proposals. Prior to the selection of the award, Reagan Mass Transit District
reserves the right to conduct on-site visits of any of the respondents’ facilities and require each
respondent to present items contained in the RFP response and other items deemed appropriate
by Reagan Mass Transit District (RMTD). When determining whether a respondent is
responsible or when evaluating a respondent’s proposal, the following factors will be considered:

1. The ability, capacity and skill of the respondent to perform as the Project Lead of
the Hydrogen Feasibility Study and meet contractual obligations.

2. The character, integrity, reputation, judgment, experience and efficiency of the

respondent.

Whether the respondent can perform the contract within the specified time frame.

4. The quality of performance of previous public and private contracts — or services —
including, but not limited to, the respondent’s failure to perform satisfactorily, or
complete any written contract. Reagan Mass Transit District’s termination for default
of a previous contract, with a respondent, shall be deemed to be such a failure.

5. The previous and existing compliance by the respondent with laws relating to the contract
and services.

(98]

6. Evidence of collusion with any other respondent, in which case colluding respondents
will be restricted from submitting further bids on the subject project or future tenders.

7. The respondent is not qualified for the work or to the full extent of the RFP.

8. There is uncompleted work with Reagan Mass Transit District or others, or an
outstanding dispute on a previous or current contract that will hinder, negatively affect
or prevent the prompt completion of the work bid upon.

9. The respondent failed to settle bills for labor, or materials, on past or current public or
private contracts.

10. The respondent has been convicted of a crime arising from a previous public contract,
excepting convictions that have been pardoned, expunged or annulled.

11. The respondent has been convicted of a crime of moral turpitude, or any felony,
excepting convictions that have been pardoned, expunged or annulled, whether in this
state, in any other state, by the United States, or in a foreign country, province or
municipality. Respondents shall affirmatively disclose to Reagan Mass Transit District
all such convictions, especially of management personnel or the respondent as an entity,
prior to notice of award or execution of a contract, whichever comes first. Failure to
make such affirmative disclosure shall be grounds, in Reagan Mass Transit District’s
sole option and discretion, for termination for default subsequent to award or execution
of contract. More likely than not, the respondent will be able, financially or otherwise, to
perform the work.

12. At the time of RFP opening, the respondent is not authorized to do business in Illinois (or
federal government), is not registered as a contractor in Illinois, or otherwise lacks a
required license, registration or permit.

13. Other information as may be secured having a bearing on the decision to award the
contract.

14. Any other reason deemed proper by Reagan Mass Transit District.
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EVALUATION CRITERIA

Evaluation Criteria Percentage
1. Qualifications and Experience of the Company and Key Personnel 25%
2. Approach and understanding of the Scope of Work for the Transit Study. | 25%
3. Experience with similar project types and Client references 25%
4. Estimated cost of the proposal 25%
TOTAL 100%

Once submittals have been reviewed, Reagan Mass Transit District may request in-person
interviews with candidate organizations. However, if a desirable (best) RFP is clearly identified
by RMTD there will not be a need for in-person interviews.

INQUIRIES
Inquiries prospective organizations may have regarding this RFP should be directed to:

Greg Gates, Director

Reagan Mass Transit District

210 E Progress Drive

Dixon, IL 61021

Phone: (815) 288-2117

Email: procurement@reaganmtd.org

Inquiries received after 1:00 PM (Central) on February 7, 2025, will not be reviewed but
returned to the sender, unopened.

RFP DELIVERABLES

All interested organizations should provide four (4) bound copies of the requested information
clearly labeled Request for Proposals: Project Lead / Consultant on Hydrogen Feasibility Study.
One complete electronic copy of the proposal (as a PDF file) shall be emailed to
procurement@reaganmtd.org. The four (4) hard copies shall be delivered to, and in possession of
Reagan Mass Transit District / RMTD by no later than Friday, February 7, 2025, at 1:00 PM
(Central) at the location listed below.

Reagan Mass Transit District
ATTN: Greg Gates, Director
210 East Progress Drive
Dixon, Illinois 61021

It is important to note that facsimile or e-mail submittal proposals by themselves will neither be
accepted nor considered in this request for proposals. Hard copy proposals delivered to the

identified site and by the identified deadline will be the determining document for consideration.

All organizations submitting an application by the established deadline will be notified in writing
upon the completion of the selection process.
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Federal Provisions
1. No Federal Government Obligations to Third Parties.
Except as the Federal Government expressly consents in writing, the Recipient agrees:

(1) The Federal Government does not and shall not have any commitment or liability
related to the Underlying Agreement, to any Third-Party Participant at any tier, or to
any other person or entity that is not a party (FTA or the Recipient) to the Underlying
Agreement; and

(2) Notwithstanding that the Federal Government may have concurred in or approved any
Solicitation or Third-Party Agreement at any tier that may affect the Underlying
Agreement, the Federal Government does not and shall not have any commitment or
liability to any Third-Party Participant or other entity or person that is not a party (FTA
or the Recipient) to the Underlying Agreement.

2. False or Fraudulent Statements or Claims / Civil and Criminal Fraud
(1) Civil Fraud. The Recipient acknowledges and agrees that:

(1) Federal laws, regulations, and requirements apply to itself and its Underlying
Agreement, including the Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986, as amended, 31
U.S.C. § 3801, et seq., and U.S. DOT regulations, “Program Fraud Civil Remedies,” 49
CFR Part 31.

(i1) By executing the Underlying Agreement, the Recipient certifies and affirms to the
Federal Government the truthfulness and accuracy of any claim, statement, submission,
certification, assurance, affirmation, or representation that the Recipient provides to the
Federal Government.

(ii1) The Federal Government may impose the penalties of the Program Fraud Civil
Remedies Act of 1986, as amended, and other applicable penalties if the Recipient
presents, submits, or makes available any false, fictitious, or fraudulent information.

(2) Criminal Fraud. The Recipient acknowledges that 49 U.S.C. § 5323(/)(1) authorizes the
Federal Government to impose the penalties under 18 U.S.C. § 1001 if the Recipient
provides a false, fictitious, or fraudulent claim, statement, submission, certification,
assurance, or representation in connection with a federal public transportation program
under 49 U.S.C. chapter 53 or any other applicable federal law.

(3) The U.S. Secretary of Transportation and the Comptroller General of the United States,
the state, or their duly authorized representatives, access to all third-party contract records
(at any tier) as required under 49 U.S.C. § 5325(g); and
3. Access to Third Party Contract Records

The Recipient agrees to require, and assures that each of its Subrecipients will require, its Third-
Party Contractors at each tier to provide:

(1) The U.S. Secretary of Transportation and the Comptroller General of the United States,

the state, or their duly authorized representatives, access to all third-party contract records
(at any tier) as required under 49 U.S.C. § 5325(g); and
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(2) Sufficient access to all third-party contract records (at any tier) as needed for compliance
with applicable federal laws, regulations, and requirements or to assure proper
management of Underlying Agreement as determined by FTA.

4. Changes to Federal Requirements

The Recipient agrees that changed circumstances may occur that may impact the Recipient’s
ability to comply with the terms and conditions of the Underlying Agreement.

(1) Types of Changes. Certain circumstances can cause significant changes in performance of
a Project or related activities or adversely affect the Recipient’s ability to carry out its
Underlying Agreement, such as:

(1) A change in federal requirements or guidance;
(i1) A change in state, territorial, local, or tribal requirements;

(ii1) A change in the Recipient’s circumstances, including:
(A) Its legal, financial, technical, or managerial capacity;
(B) Its continuing control of Project property; or
(C) Another similar situation; and

(iv) Any current or prospective legal matter with potentially serious consequences,
including a major dispute, default, breach, or litigation, or knowledge that the Recipient’s
principal, official, employee, agent, or a Third Party Participant, or other person has
submitted a false claim under the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. § 3729, et seq., or has
committed a criminal or civil violation of law pertaining to fraud, conflict of interest,
bribery, gratuity, or similar misconduct involving federal assistance; suspension,
debarment, or other similar administrative or enforcement action against the Recipient or
any Third Party Participant; or any matter or situation, including any other change or legal
action that may adversely affect the Federal Government’s interest in a Project or related
activities.

(2) Notice. In the circumstances described above, the Recipient agrees to provide immediate
written notice to the:

(2) The Federal Government

(1) FTA Regional Counsel for the Region in which the Recipient operates public
transportation or implements the Underlying Agreement;

(i1)) FTA Headquarters Manager that administers the Underlying Agreement; or
(ii1) FTA Chief Counsel.
5. Termination
(a) Justification. After providing written notice to the Recipient, the Recipient agrees that the
Federal Government may suspend, suspend then terminate, or terminate all or any part of the

federal assistance for the Award if:

(1) The Recipient has failed to make reasonable progress implementing the Award,
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(2) The Federal Government determines that continuing to provide federal assistance
to support the Award does not adequately serve the purposes of the law
authorizing the Award; or

3) The Recipient has violated the terms of the Underlying Agreement, especially if
that violation would endanger substantial performance of the Underlying
Agreement.

(b) Financial Implications. In general, termination of federal assistance for the Award will not
invalidate obligations properly incurred before the termination date to the extent that those
obligations cannot be canceled. The Federal Government may recover the federal assistance it
has provided for the Award, including the federal assistance for obligations properly incurred
before the termination date, if it determines that the Recipient has misused its federal
assistance by failing to make adequate progress, failing to make appropriate use of the Project
property, or failing to comply with the Underlying Agreement, and require the Recipient to
refund the entire amount or a lesser amount, as the Federal Government may determine
including obligations properly incurred before the termination date.

(c) Expiration of the Period of Performance. Except for a Full Funding Grant Agreement,
expiration of any period of performance established for the Award does not, by itself,
constitute an expiration or termination of the Award; FTA may extend the period of
performance to assure that each Formula Project or related activities and each Project or
related activities funded with “no year” funds can receive FTA assistance to the extent FTA
deems appropriate.

(d) Uniform Administrative Requirements. These termination rights are in addition to and in no
way limit the Federal Government’s rights to terminate described in 2 CFR § 200.340.

6. Civil Rights (Title VI, ADA, EEO except Special DOL EEO clause for construction
projects)

(a) Civil Rights Requirements. The Recipient agrees that it must comply with applicable
federal civil rights laws, regulations, and requirements, and follow applicable federal
guidance, except as the Federal Government determines otherwise in writing. Therefore,
unless a Recipient or a federal program, including the Indian Tribe Recipient or the Tribal
Transit Program, is specifically exempted from a civil rights statute, FTA requires
compliance with each civil rights statute, including compliance with equity in service
requirements.

(b) Nondiscrimination in Federal Public Transportation Programs. The Recipient agrees to,
and assures that it and each Third-Party Participant will:

(1) Prohibit discrimination based on race, color, religion, national origin, sex (including sexual
orientation and gender identity), disability, or age.

(2) Prohibit the: (i) Exclusion from participation in employment or a business opportunity for
reasons identified in 49 U.S.C. § 5332;
(i1) Denial of program benefits in employment or a business opportunity identified in 49
U.S.C. § 5332; or
(ii1) Discrimination identified in 49 U.S.C. § 5332, including discrimination in
employment or a business opportunity identified in 49 U.S.C. § 5332.
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(3) Follow: (i) The most recent edition of FTA Circular 4702.1, “Title VI Requirements and
Guidelines for Federal Transit Administration Recipients,” to the extent consistent with
applicable federal laws, regulations, requirements, and guidance; but

(i1) FTA does not require an Indian Tribe to comply with FTA program-specific
guidelines for Title VI when administering its Underlying Agreement supported with
federal assistance under the Tribal Transit Program.

(¢) Nondiscrimination — Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. The Recipient agrees to, and assures
that each Third-Party Participant will:

(1) Prohibit discrimination based on race, color, or national origin,
(2) Comply with:
(1) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 20004, et seq.;

(i) U.S. DOT regulations, “Nondiscrimination in Federally-Assisted Programs of the
Department of Transportation — Effectuation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,”
49 CFR Part 21; and

(ii1) Federal transit law, specifically 49 U.S.C. § 5332; and
(3) Follow:

(1) The most recent edition of FTA Circular 4702.1, “Title VI Requirements and
Guidelines for Federal Transit Administration Recipients,” to the extent consistent with
applicable federal laws, regulations, requirements, and guidance;

(1) U.S. DOJ, “Guidelines for the enforcement of Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964,” 28
C.F.R. § 50.3; and

(ii1) All other applicable federal guidance that may be issued.

(d) Equal Employment Opportunity. (1) Federal Requirements and Guidance. The Recipient
agrees to, and assures that each Third-Party Participant will, prohibit discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin, and:

(1) Comply with Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e,
et seq.;

(i1)) Comply with Title I of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended, 42
U.S.C. §§ 12101, et seq.;

(1i1) Facilitate compliance with Executive Order No. 11246, “Equal Employment
Opportunity” September 24, 1965 (42 U.S.C. § 2000e note), as amended by any later
Executive Order that amends or supersedes it in part and is applicable to federal assistance
programs;

(iv) Comply with federal transit law, specifically 49 U.S.C. § 5332, as provided in section
of this Master Agreement;

(v) FTA Circular 4704.1 “Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Requirements and
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Guidelines for Federal Transit Administration Recipients;” and
(vi) Follow other federal guidance pertaining to EEO laws, regulations, and requirements.
(2) Specifics. The Recipient agrees to, and assures that each Third-Party Participant will:
(1) Affirmative Action. If required to do so by U.S. DOT regulations (49 CFR Part 21) or
U.S. Department of Labor regulations (41 C.F.R. chapter 60), take affirmative action that
includes, but is not limited to:
(A) Recruitment advertising, recruitment, and employment;
(B) Rates of pay and other forms of compensation;
(C) Selection for training, including apprenticeship, and upgrading; and

(D) Transfers, demotions, layoffs, and terminations; but

(i1) Indian Tribe. Recognize that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended,
exempts Indian Tribes under the definition of “Employer;” and

(3) Equal Employment Opportunity Requirements for Construction Activities. Comply, when
undertaking “construction” as recognized by the U.S. Department of Labor (U.S. DOL), with:

(1) U.S. DOL regulations, “Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs, Equal
Employment Opportunity, Department of Labor,” 41 C.F.R. chapter 60; and

(i1) Executive Order No. 11246, “Equal Employment Opportunity in Federal
Employment,” September 24, 1965, 42 U.S.C. § 2000e note (30 Fed. Reg. 12319, 12935),
as amended by any later Executive Order that amends or supersedes it, referenced in 42
U.S.C. § 2000e note.

(f) Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex. The Recipient agrees to comply with federal
prohibitions against discrimination based on sex, including:
(1) Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, 20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq.;

(2) U.S. DOT regulations, “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance,” 49 CFR Part 25; and

(3) Federal transit law, specifically 49 U.S.C. § 5332.
(g) Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Age. The Recipient agrees to comply with federal
prohibitions against discrimination based on age, including:

(1) The Age Discrimination in Employment Act, 29 U.S.C. §§ 621 — 634, which prohibits
discrimination based on age;

(2) U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (U.S. EEOC) regulations, “Age
Discrimination in Employment Act,” 29 CFR Part 1625;
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(3) The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 6101, et seq., which prohibits
discrimination against individuals based on age in the administration of Programs, Projects, and
related activities receiving federal assistance;

(4) U.S. Health and Human Services regulations, “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Age in
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance,” 45 CFR Part 90; and

(5) Federal transit law, specifically 49 U.S.C. § 5332.

(h) Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability. The Recipient agrees to comply with the
following federal prohibitions against discrimination based on disability:

(1) Federal laws, including:

(1) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, 29 U.S.C. § 794, which
prohibits discrimination based on disability in the administration of federally assisted
Programs, Projects, or activities;

(i) The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 12101,
et seq., which requires that accessible facilities and services be made available to
individuals with disabilities: (A) For FTA Recipients generally, Titles I, II, and III of the
ADA apply; but

(B) For Indian Tribes, Titles II and III of the ADA apply, but Title I of the ADA does not apply
because it exempts Indian Tribes from the definition of “employer;”

(ii1) The Architectural Barriers Act of 1968, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 4151, et seq., which
requires that buildings and public accommodations be accessible to individuals with
disabilities;

(iv) Federal transit law, specifically 49 U.S.C. § 5332, which now includes disability as a
prohibited basis for discrimination; and

(v) Other applicable federal laws, regulations, and requirements pertaining to access for
seniors or individuals with disabilities.

(2) Federal regulations and guidance, including:

(1) U.S. DOT regulations, “Transportation Services for Individuals with Disabilities
(ADA),” 49 CFR Part 37;

(i1) U.S. DOT regulations, “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability in Programs and
Activities Receiving or Benefiting from Federal Financial Assistance,” 49 CFR Part 27,

(ii1) Joint U.S. Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board (U.S.
ATBCB) and U.S. DOT regulations, “Americans with Disabilities (ADA) Accessibility
Specifications for Transportation Vehicles,” 49 CFR Part 38;

(iv) U.S. DOT regulations, “Transportation for Individuals with Disabilities: Passenger
Vessels,” 49 CFR Part 39;
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(v) U.S. DOJ regulations, “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability in State and
Local Government Services,” 28 CFR Part 35;

(vi) U.S. DOIJ regulations, “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability by Public
Accommodations and in Commercial Facilities,” 28 CFR Part 36;

(vii) U.S. EEOC, “Regulations to Implement the Equal Employment Provisions of the
Americans with Disabilities Act,” 29 CFR Part 1630;

(viii) U.S. Federal Communications Commission regulations, “Telecommunications Relay
Services and Related Customer Premises Equipment for Persons with Disabilities,” 47
CFR Part 64, subpart F;

(ix) U.S. ATBCB regulations, “Electronic and Information Technology Accessibility
Standards,” 36 CFR Part 1194;

(x) FTA regulations, “Transportation for Elderly and Handicapped Persons,” 49 CFR Part
609;

(xi) FTA Circular 4710.1, “Americans with Disabilities Act: Guidance;” and

(xii) Other applicable federal civil rights and nondiscrimination regulations and guidance.
(1) Drug or Alcohol Abuse — Confidentiality and Other Civil Rights Protections. The

Recipient agrees to comply with the confidentiality and civil rights protections of:

(1) The Drug Abuse Office and Treatment Act of 1972, as amended, 21 U.S.C. § 1101, et
seq.;

(2) The Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Prevention, Treatment and
Rehabilitation Act of 1970, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 4541, et seq.; and

(3) The Public Health Service Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. §§ 290dd — 290dd-2.
(j) Access to Services for Persons with Limited English Proficiency. The Recipient agrees to
promote accessibility of public transportation services to persons with limited understanding of
English by following:

(1) Executive Order No. 13166, “Improving Access to Services for Persons with Limited English
Proficiency,” August 11, 2000, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d-1 note, (65 Fed. Reg. 50121); and

(2) U.S. DOT Notice, “DOT Policy Guidance Concerning Recipients’ Responsibilities to Limited
English Proficiency (LEP) Persons,” 70 Fed. Reg. 74087, December 14, 2005.

(k) Other Nondiscrimination Laws, Regulations, Requirements, and Guidance. The Recipient
agrees to comply with other applicable federal nondiscrimination laws, regulations, and
requirements, and follow federal guidance prohibiting discrimination.
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(1) Remedies. Remedies for failure to comply with applicable federal Civil Rights laws, regulations, and
requirements, and failure to follow guidance may be enforced as provided in those federal laws,
regulations, requirements, or guidance.

(m) Promoting Free Speech and Religious Liberty. The recipient shall ensure that Federal funding is
expended in full accordance with the U.S. Constitution, Federal Law, and statutory and public policy
requirements: including, but not limited to, those protecting free speech, religious liberty, public welfare,
the environment, and prohibiting discrimination.

7. Disadvantaged Business Enterprises (DBEs)

To the extent authorized by applicable federal laws, regulations, or requirements, the Recipient
agrees to facilitate, and assures that each Third-Party Participant will facilitate, participation by
small business concerns owned and controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged
individuals, also referred to as “Disadvantaged Business Enterprises” (DBEs), in the Underlying
Agreement as follows: (1) Statutory and Regulatory Requirements. The Recipient agrees to
comply with:

(1) Section 11101(e) of IIJA;

(i1) U.S. DOT regulations, “Participation by Disadvantaged Business Enterprises in Department
of Transportation Financial Assistance Programs,” 49 CFR Part 26; and

(ii1) Federal transit law, specifically 49 U.S.C. § 5332, as provided in section 12 of this Master
Agreement.

(2) DBE Program Requirements. A Recipient that receives planning, capital and/or operating
assistance and that will award prime third-party contracts exceeding $250,000 in a federal fiscal
year must have a DBE program that is approved by FTA and meets the requirements of 49 CFR
Part 26.

(3) Special Requirements for a Transit Vehicle Manufacturer (TVM). The Recipient agrees that:

(1) TVM Certification. Each TVM, as a condition of being authorized to bid or propose on FTA-
assisted transit vehicle procurements, must certify that it has complied with the requirements of
49 CFR Part 26; and

(1) Reporting TVM Awards. Within 30 days of any third-party contract award for a transit vehicle
purchase, the Recipient must submit to FTA the name of the TVM contractor and the total dollar
value of the third-party contract using the Transit Vehicle Award Reporting Form on FTA’s
website. The Recipient must also submit additional notifications if options are exercised in
subsequent years to ensure that the TVM is still in good standing.

(4) Assurance. As required by 49 C.F.R. § 26.13(a):
(1) Recipient Assurance. The Recipient agrees and assures that:
(A) It must not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, or sex in the award and

performance of any FTA or U.S. DOT-assisted contract, or in the administration of its DBE
program or the requirements of 49 CFR Part 26;
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(B) It must take all necessary and reasonable steps under 49 CFR Part 26 to ensure
nondiscrimination in the award and administration of U.S. DOT-assisted contracts;

(C) Its DBE program, as required under 49 CFR Part 26 and as approved by U.S. DOT, is
incorporated by reference and made part of the Underlying Agreement; and

(D) Implementation of its DBE program approved by U.S. DOT is a legal obligation and failure
to carry out its terms shall be treated as a violation of this Master Agreement.

(11) Subrecipient/Third Party Contractor/Third Party Subcontractor Assurance. The
Recipient agrees and assures that it will include the following assurance in each sub
agreement and third-party contract it signs with a Subrecipient or Third-Party Contractor
and agrees to obtain the agreement of each of its Subrecipients, Third Party Contractors,
and Third-Party Subcontractors to include the following assurance in every sub agreement
and third-party contract it signs:

A) The Subrecipient, each Third-Party Contractor, and each Third-Party Subcontractor must not
discriminate based on race, color, national origin, or sex in the award and performance of any
FTA or U.S. DOT-assisted sub agreement, third party contract, and third-party subcontract, as
applicable, and the administration of its DBE program or the requirements of 49 CFR Part 26;

(B) The Subrecipient, each Third-Party Contractor, and each Third-Party Subcontractor must take
all necessary and reasonable steps under 49 CFR Part 26 to ensure nondiscrimination in the award
and administration of U.S. DOT-assisted sub agreements, third party contracts, and third-party
subcontracts, as applicable;

(C) Failure by the Subrecipient and any of its Third-Party Contractors or Third-Party
Subcontractors to carry out the requirements of this subparagraph 12.e(4)(ii) is a material breach
of this sub agreement, third party contract, or third-party subcontract, as applicable; and

(D) The following remedies, or such other remedy as the Recipient deems appropriate, include,
but are not limited to, withholding monthly progress payments, assessing sanctions, liquidated
damages, and/or disqualifying the Subrecipient, Third Party Contractor, or Third-Party
Subcontractor from future bidding as non-responsible.

(5) Remedies. Upon notification to the Recipient of its failure to carry out its approved program,
FTA or U.S. DOT may impose sanctions as provided for under 49 CFR Part 26, and, in

appropriate cases, refer the matter for enforcement under either or both 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and/or
the Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 1986, 31 U.S.C. § 3801, et seq.

(f) Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex. The Recipient agrees to comply with federal prohibitions
against discrimination based on sex, including:
(1) Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, 20 U.S.C. § 1681, et seq.;

(2) U.S. DOT regulations, “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Sex in Education Programs or
Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance,” 49 CFR Part 25; and

(3) Federal transit law, specifically 49 U.S.C. § 5332.

(g) Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Age. The Recipient agrees to comply with federal prohibitions
against discrimination based on age, including:
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(1) The Age Discrimination in Employment Act, 29 U.S.C. §§ 621 — 634, which prohibits
discrimination based on age;

(2) U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (U.S. EEOC) regulations, “Age
Discrimination in Employment Act,” 29 CFR Part 1625;

(3) The Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 6101, et seq., which prohibits
discrimination against individuals based on age in the administration of Programs, Projects, and
related activities receiving federal assistance;

(4) U.S. Health and Human Services regulations, “Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Age in
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance,” 45 CFR Part 90; and

8. Incorporation of FTA Terms

In addition to other applicable provisions of federal law, regulations, requirements, and
guidance, all third-party contracts made by the Recipient under the Federal award must contain
provisions covering the following, as applicable:

(1) Simplified Acquisition Threshold. Contracts for more than the simplified acquisition
threshold, which is the inflation adjusted amount determined by the Civilian Agency
Acquisition Council and the Defense Acquisition Regulations Council (Councils) as authorized
by 41 U.S.C. § 1908, or otherwise set by law, must address administrative, contractual, or legal
remedies in instances where contractors violate or breach contract terms, and provide for such
sanctions and penalties as appropriate. (Note that the simplified acquisition threshold
determines the procurement procedures that must be employed pursuant to 2 C.F.R. §§
200.317-200.327. The simplified acquisition threshold does not exempt a procurement from
other eligibility or processes requirements that may apply. For example, Buy America’s
eligibility and process requirements apply to any procurement in excess of $150,000. 49 U.S.C.

§ 5323()(13).)

(2) Termination. All contracts in excess of $10,000 must address termination for cause and for
convenience by the non-federal entity including the manner by which it will be affected and the
basis for settlement.

(3) Equal Employment Opportunity. Except as otherwise provided under 41 CFR Part 60, all
contracts that meet the definition of “federally assisted construction contract” in 41 CFR Part
60-1.3 must include the equal opportunity clause provided under 41 C.F.R. § 60-1.4(b), in
accordance with Executive Order No. 11246, “Equal Employment Opportunity,” 42 U.S.C. §
2000e note (30 Fed. Reg. 12319, 12935, 3 C.F.R. 1964-1965 Comp., p.339), as amended by
Executive Order No. 11375, “Amending Executive Order No. 11246 Relating to Equal
Employment Opportunity,” (32 Fed. Reg. 14,303) and implementing regulations at 41 CFR
Part 60, “Office of Federal Contract Compliance Programs, Equal Employment Opportunity,
Department of Labor.”

(4) Federally Assisted Construction Contracts. Pursuant to 41 CFR § 60- 1.4(b)(1): The
applicant [Recipient] hereby agrees that it will incorporate or cause to be incorporated into any
contract for construction work, or modification thereof, as defined in the regulations of the
Secretary of Labor at 41 CFR Chapter 60, which is paid for in whole or in part with funds
obtained from the Federal Government or borrowed on the credit of the Federal Government
pursuant to a grant, contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee, or undertaken pursuant to any
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Federal program involving such grant, contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee, the following
equal opportunity clause:

The applicant hereby agrees that it will incorporate or cause to be incorporated into any contract
for construction work, or modification thereof, as defined in the regulations of the Secretary of
Labor at 41 CFR Chapter 60, which is paid for in whole or in part with funds obtained from the
Federal Government or borrowed on the credit of the Federal Government pursuant to a grant,
contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee, or undertaken pursuant to any Federal program involving
such grant, contract, loan, insurance, or guarantee, the following equal opportunity clause:

During the performance of this contract, the contractor agrees as follows:

(1) The contractor will not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment
because of race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin. The
contractor will take affirmative action to ensure that applicants are employed, and that employees
are treated during employment without regard to their race, color, religion, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, or national origin. Such action shall include, but not be limited to the
following:

Employment, upgrading, demotion, or transfer; recruitment or recruitment advertising; layoff or
termination; rates of pay or other forms of compensation; and selection for training, including
apprenticeship. The contractor agrees to post in conspicuous places, available to employees and
applicants for employment, notices to be provided setting forth the provisions of this
nondiscrimination clause.

(2) The contractor will, in all solicitations or advertisements for employees placed by or on behalf
of the contractor, state that all qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment
without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or national origin.

(3) The contractor will not discharge or in any other manner discriminate against any employee or
applicant for employment because such employee or applicant has inquired about, discussed, or
disclosed the compensation of the employee or applicant or another employee or applicant. This
provision shall not apply to instances in which an employee who has access to the compensation
information of other employees or applicants as a part of such employee's essential job functions
discloses the compensation of such other employees or applicants to individuals who do not
otherwise have access to such information, unless such disclosure is in response to a formal
complaint or charge, in furtherance of an investigation, proceeding, hearing, or action, including
an investigation conducted by the employer, or is consistent with the contractor's legal duty to
furnish information.

(4) The contractor will send to each labor union or representative of workers with which he has a
collective bargaining agreement or other contract or understanding, a notice to be provided
advising the said labor union or workers' representatives of the contractor's commitments under
this section, and shall post copies of the notice in conspicuous places available to employees and
applicants for employment.

(5) The contractor will comply with all provisions of Executive Order 11246 of September 24,
1965, and of the rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor.

(6) The contractor will furnish all information and reports required by Executive Order 11246 of
September 24, 1965, and by rules, regulations, and orders of the Secretary of Labor, or pursuant
thereto, and will permit access to his books, records, and accounts by the administering agency
and the Secretary of Labor for purposes of investigation to ascertain compliance with such rules,
regulations, and orders.
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(7) In the event of the contractor's noncompliance with the nondiscrimination clauses of this
contract or with any of the said rules, regulations, or orders, this contract may be canceled,
terminated, or suspended in whole or in part and the contractor may be declared ineligible for
further Government contracts or federally assisted construction contracts in accordance with
procedures authorized in Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, and such other sanctions
may be imposed and remedies invoked as provided in Executive Order 11246 of September 24,
1965, or by rule, regulation, or order of the Secretary of Labor, or as otherwise provided by law.

(8) The contractor will include the portion of the sentence immediately preceding paragraph (1)
and the provisions of paragraphs (1) through (8) in every subcontract or purchase order unless
exempted by rules, regulations, or orders of the Secretary of Labor issued pursuant to section 204
of Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, so that such provisions will be binding upon
each subcontractor or vendor. The contractor will take such action with respect to any subcontract
or purchase order as the administering agency may direct as a means of enforcing such
provisions, including sanctions for noncompliance:

Provided, however, that in the event a contractor becomes involved in, or is threatened with,
litigation with a subcontractor or vendor as a result of such direction by the administering
agency, the contractor may request the United States to enter into such litigation to protect the
interests of the United States.

The applicant further agrees that it will be bound by the above equal opportunity clause with
respect to its own employment practices when it participates in federally assisted construction
work: Provided, that if the applicant so participating is a State or local government, the above
equal opportunity clause is not applicable to any agency, instrumentality or subdivision of such
government which does not participate in work on or under the contract.

The applicant agrees that it will assist and cooperate actively with the administering agency and
the Secretary of Labor in obtaining the compliance of contractors and subcontractors with the
equal opportunity clause and the rules, regulations, and relevant orders of the Secretary of Labor,
that it will furnish the administering agency and the Secretary of Labor such information as they
may require for the supervision of such compliance, and that it will otherwise assist the
administering agency in the discharge of the agency's primary responsibility for securing
compliance.

The applicant further agrees that it will refrain from entering into any contract or contract
modification subject to Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, with a contractor
debarred from, or who has not demonstrated eligibility for, Government contracts and federally
assisted construction contracts pursuant to the Executive Order and will carry out such sanctions
and penalties for violation of the equal opportunity clause as may be imposed upon contractors
and subcontractors by the administering agency or the Secretary of Labor pursuant to Part II,
Subpart D of the Executive Order. In addition, the applicant agrees that if it fails or refuses to
comply with these undertakings, the administering agency may take any or all of the following
actions: Cancel, terminate, or suspend in whole or in part this grant (contract, loan, insurance,
guarantee); refrain from extending any further assistance to the applicant under the program with
respect to which the failure or refund occurred until satisfactory assurance of future compliance
has been received from such applicant; and refer the case to the Department of Justice for
appropriate legal proceedings.
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9. Debarment and Suspension
The Recipient agrees to the following:

(1) It will comply with the following requirements of 2 CFR Part 180, subpart C, as adopted and
supplemented by U.S. DOT regulations at 2 CFR Part 1200.

(2) It will not enter into any “covered transaction” (as that phrase is defined at 2 CFR §§ 180.220
and 1200.220) with any Third-Party Participant that is, or whose principal is, suspended,
debarred, or otherwise excluded from participating in covered transactions, except as authorized
by—
(1) U.S. DOT regulations, “Nonprocurement Suspension and Debarment,” 2 CFR Part
1200;

(i1) U.S. OMB regulatory guidance, “Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide
Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocurement),” 2 CFR Part 180; and

(ii1) Other applicable federal laws, regulations, or requirements regarding participation
with debarred or suspended Recipients or Third-Party Participants.

(3) It will review the U.S. GSA “System for Award Management — Lists of Parties Excluded from
Federal Procurement and Nonprocurement Programs,” if required by U.S. DOT regulations, 2
CFR Part 1200.

(4) It will ensure that its Third-Party Agreements contain provisions necessary to flow down these
suspension and debarment provisions to all lower tier covered transactions.

(5) If the Recipient suspends, debars, or takes any similar action against a Third-Party Participant
or individual, the Recipient will provide immediate written notice to the:

(1) FTA Regional Counsel for the Region in which the Recipient is located or implements
the Underlying Agreement;

10. Energy Conservation

The Recipient agrees to, and assures that its Subrecipients will, comply with the mandatory energy
standards and policies of its state energy conservation plans under the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 6321, et seq., and perform an energy assessment for any
building constructed, reconstructed, or modified with federal assistance required under FTA
regulations, “Requirements for Energy Assessments,” 49 CFR Part 622, subpart C.

11. Conformance with ITS National Architecture
The Recipient agrees to conform to the National Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)
Architecture requirements of 23 U.S.C. § 517(d), unless it obtains an exemption from those

requirements, and to follow FTA Notice, “FTA National ITS Architecture Policy on Transit
Projects,” 66 Fed. Reg. 1455, January §, 2001, and all other applicable federal guidance.
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12. Prohibition on Contracting for Certain Telecommunications and Video Surveillance
Services or Equipment (November 2021)

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause—

Backhaul means intermediate links between the core network, or backbone network, and the small
subnetworks at the edge of the network (e.g., connecting cell phones/towers to the core telephone
network). Backhaul can be wireless (e.g., microwave) or wired (e.g., fiber optic, coaxial cable, Ethernet).

Covered foreign country means The People’s Republic of China.
Covered telecommunications equipment or services means—

(1) Telecommunications equipment produced by Huawei Technologies Company or ZTE
Corporation (or any subsidiary or affiliate of such entities);

(2) For the purpose of public safety, security of Government facilities, physical security
surveillance of critical infrastructure, and other national security purposes, video surveillance and
telecommunications equipment produced by Hytera Communications Corporation, Hangzhou Hikvision
Digital Technology Company, or Dahua Technology Company (or any subsidiary or affiliate of such
entities);

(3) Telecommunications or video surveillance services provided by such entities or using such
equipment; or

(4) Telecommunications or video surveillance equipment or services produced or provided by an
entity that the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Director of National Intelligence or the
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, reasonably believes to be an entity owned or controlled
by, or otherwise connected to, the government of a covered foreign country.

Critical technology means—

(1) Defense articles or defense services included on the United States Munitions List set forth in
the International Traffic in Arms Regulations under subchapter M of chapter I of title 22, Code of
Federal Regulations;

(2) Items included on the Commerce Control List set forth in Supplement No. 1 to part 774 of the
Export Administration Regulations under subchapter C of chapter VII of title 15, Code of Federal
Regulations, and controlled-

(1) Pursuant to multilateral regimes, including for reasons relating to national security,
chemical and biological weapons proliferation, nuclear nonproliferation, or missile technology; or

(i1) For reasons relating to regional stability or surreptitious listening;
(3) Specially designed and prepared nuclear equipment, parts and components, materials,
software, and technology covered by part 810 of title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (relating to

assistance to foreign atomic energy activities);

(4) Nuclear facilities, equipment, and material covered by part 110 of title 10, Code of Federal
Regulations (relating to export and import of nuclear equipment and material);
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(5) Select agents and toxins covered by part 331 of title 7, Code of Federal Regulations, part 121
of title 9 of such Code, or part 73 of title 42 of such Code; or

(6) Emerging and foundational technologies controlled pursuant to section 1758 of the Export
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4817).

Interconnection arrangements means arrangements governing the physical connection of two or more
networks to allow the use of another's network to hand off traffic where it is ultimately delivered (e.g.,
connection of a customer of telephone provider A to a customer of telephone company B) or sharing data
and other information resources.

Reasonable inquiry means an inquiry designed to uncover any information in the entity's possession
about the identity of the producer or provider of covered telecommunications equipment or services used
by the entity that excludes the need to include an internal or third-party audit.

Roaming means cellular communications services (e.g., voice, video, data) received from a visited
network when unable to connect to the facilities of the home network either because signal coverage is
too weak or because traffic is too high.

Substantial or essential component means any component necessary for the proper function or
performance of a piece of equipment, system, or service.

(b) Prohibition.

(1) Section 889(a)(1)(A) of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (Pub. L. 115-232) prohibits the head of an executive agency on or after August 13, 2019, from
procuring or obtaining, or extending or renewing a contract to procure or obtain, any equipment, system,
or service that uses covered telecommunications equipment or services as a substantial or essential
component of any system, or as critical technology as part of any system. The Contractor is prohibited
from providing to the Government any equipment, system, or service that uses covered
telecommunications equipment or services as a substantial or essential component of any system, or
as critical technology as part of any system, unless an exception at paragraph (c) of this clause applies or
the covered telecommunication equipment or services are covered by a waiver described in FAR 4.2104.

(2) Section 889(a)(1)(B) of the John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2019 (Pub. L. 115-232) prohibits the head of an executive agency on or after August 13, 2020, from
entering into a contract, or extending or renewing a contract, with an entity that uses any equipment,
system, or service that uses covered telecommunications equipment or services as a substantial or
essential component of any system, or as critical technology as part of any system, unless an exception at
paragraph (c) of this clause applies or the covered telecommunication equipment or services are covered
by a waiver described in FAR 4.2104. This prohibition applies to the use of covered telecommunications
equipment or services, regardless of whether that use is in performance of work under a Federal contract.

(c) Exceptions. This clause does not prohibit contractors from providing—

(1) A service that connects to the facilities of a third-party, such as backhaul, roaming, or
interconnection arrangements; or

(2) Telecommunications equipment that cannot route or redirect user data traffic or permit
visibility into any user data or packets that such equipment transmits or otherwise handles.

(d) Reporting requirement.
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(1) In the event the Contractor identifies covered telecommunications equipment or services used
as a substantial or essential component of any system, or as critical technology as part of any system,
during contract performance, or the Contractor is notified of such by a subcontractor at any tier or by any
other source, the Contractor shall report the information in paragraph (d)(2) of this clause to
the Contracting Officer, unless elsewhere in this contract are established procedures for reporting the
information; in the case of the Department of Defense, the Contractor shall report to the website
at https://dibnet.dod.mil. For indefinite delivery contracts, the Contractor shall report to the Contracting
Officer for the indefinite delivery contract and the Contracting Officer(s) for any affected order or, in the
case of the Department of Defense, identify both the indefinite delivery contract and any affected orders
in the report provided at https://dibnet.dod.mil.

(2) The Contractor shall report the following information pursuant to paragraph (d)(1) of this
clause

(1) Within one business day from the date of such identification or notification: the contract
number; the order number(s), if applicable; supplier name; supplier unique entity identifier (if known);
supplier Commercial and Government Entity (CAGE) code (if known); brand; model number (original
equipment manufacturer number, manufacturer part number, or wholesaler number); item description;
and any readily available information about mitigation actions undertaken or recommended.

(i1) Within 10 business days of submitting the information in paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this
clause: any further available information about mitigation actions undertaken or recommended. In
addition, the Contractor shall describe the efforts it undertook to prevent use or submission of covered
telecommunications equipment or services, and any additional efforts that will be incorporated to prevent
future use or submission of covered telecommunications equipment or services.

(e) Subcontracts. The Contractor shall insert the substance of this clause, including this paragraph (e)

and excluding paragraph (b)(2), in all subcontracts and other contractual instruments, including
subcontracts for the acquisition of commercial products or commercial services.

Reagan Mass Transit District RFP: Project Lead Consultant/Hydrogen Study Page | 25



State Third Party Clauses and Provisions
1. Complete Scope

As the rural public transportation operator in Lee and Ogle Counties, Reagan Mass Transit
District, a local government, is interested in taking a comprehensive look into the use of
Hydrogen Fuel in Rural Public Transportation Vehicles as well as the potential local
development of this fuel source. Funding for this project is being provided by the Illinois
Department of Transportation, State Planning and Research Program, with an anticipated
timeframe not to exceed 18-months.

This Request for Proposals of Reagan Mass Transit District is seeking a partner organization to
lead the process, start to finish, with requisite experience in similar type projects. Given the
complexity of this project, RMTD is looking for an experienced consultant with the requisite
experience. University settings are encouraged to respond to this RFP opportunity.

This proiect scone will include an assessment of current local sources of hvdrogen fuel as
well as potential sources for creating this alternative fuel including solar and wind
technologvy. methane captured from landfill and agricultural operations. In addition to
assessing local fuel sources. this proiect will give consideration to the sourcing of vehicle
options for conversion to hydrogen fuel cell vehicles.

The Project Lead Consultant will be required to submit required provisions, certifications,
clauses, financial information, cost information and other information as required by the
funding agency. The contract period for this project is estimated at 18-months with the total
award amount to not exceed $150,000. Estimated start time for the project is March 1, 2025
with a completion target of December 31, 2026. This request does not commit RMTD to award
nor pay any costs incurred in the preparation of an RFP by any submitter nor to contract for any
services. RMTD reserves the right to reject any or all RFPs received, or to cancel in part or in
its entirety the request, if it’s in the best interest of the organization to do so.

2. Termination

The Buyer(s) may terminate this contract for convenience, in whole or in part, at any time by the
provision of written notice to the Contractor. The Contractor shall be paid its costs, including
contract close-out costs, and profit on work performed up to the time of termination. The
Contractor shall promptly submit its termination claim to be paid the Contractor. If the
Contractor has any property in its possession belonging to the Buyer(s), the Contractor will
account for the same, and dispose of it in the manner the Buyer(s) directs.

3. Lobbying

Contractors that apply or bid for an award exceeding $100,000 must file the required Byrd Anti-
Lobbying Amendment certification. Each tier certifies to the tier above that it will not and has
not used federal appropriated funds to pay any person or organization for influencing or
attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a member of Congress, officer or
employee of Congress, or an employee of a member of Congress in connection with obtaining
any federal contract, grant or any other contract award covered by 31 U.S.C. § 1352. Each tier
must also disclose any lobbying with non-federal funds that takes place in connection with
obtaining any Federal award. Pursuant to Federal regulations, the Contractors are required to
have all subcontractors providing more than $100,000.00 in services or materials to also
complete this certification and include it with any Bid/Proposal submittal. If any funds other than
Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or
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attempting to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer
or employee of Congress, or an employee of a Member of Congress in connection with this
Federal contract, grant, loan, or cooperative agreement, the undersigned shall complete and
submit Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” (see attachment) in
accordance with its instructions.

4. Debarment and Suspension

The Contractor agrees to comply with federal debarment and suspension requirements, and
Reviews the SAM at https://www.sam.gov, if necessary to comply with U.S. DOT regulations, 2
C.F.R. part 1200. The Contractor hereby certifies that it is not currently listed among the General
Services Administration's (GSAs) "List of Parties Excluded from Federal Procurement or Non-
procurement Programs" which are debarred, suspended, ineligible, or otherwise excluded from
participation in performing any work funded in whole or in part with federal financial assistance.
During the performance of the work described in a procurement solicitation and any subsequent
Agreement, should the Contractor be placed on the GSA's "List of Parties Excluded From
Federal Procurement or Non-procurement Programs", it will notify the Buyer(s) immediately of
this change in status. A certification form is normally included with the Exhibits section of any
procurement solicitation. Contractors may not normally participate in a procurement solicitation,
if they are listed on any Local, State, or Federal debarment program. A fully-detailed request for
waiver may be submitted for consideration, if a Contractor believes their appearance on a
debarment list is inaccurate or unjustified. Contractor must provide a similar provision in each
lower tier covered transaction and check sam.gov for any subcontract $25,000 or over.

5. Method of Payment

All payments will be made according to the Illinois State Prompt Payment Act. Any payment
made to the Contractor shall be strictly on the basis of “quantum meruit” (a reasonable amount).
The Contractor shall submit to the County a detailed breakdown and invoice of all charges,
including detail of past payments and amounts still remaining due, accurate to the date of the
invoice, with each request for payment. Any additions to or deductions from the approved total
amount of the contract, and any out-of-scope work shall require prior, written approval from the
County. Any work performed without the County’s express, written consent shall be solely at
the expense of the Contractor. Contractor shall provide all contractor lien waivers, subcontractor
lien waivers and materialmen lien waivers, properly executed and completed, prior to receiving
payment. Contractor shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the County from any claim
arising out of or relating to the liens, public fund claims or other claims for payment or damages
from any subcontractor or materialman employed or utilized by Contractor, without regard to
whether the County strictly enforced the requirement of submitting lien waivers.

6. Contract Period

The contractual period for this agreement is expected to be for 18-month period. Anticipated start
date of this agreement is by no later than March 1, 2025, with an end date of December 31, 2026.

7. Financial Assistance Acknowledgment
Contracts resulting from procurement solicitations are subject to financial assistance agreements

between the Buyer, the Illinois Department of Transportation, and/or the United States
Department of Transportation.
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8. Prohibited Interest of Local Official

No member, or officer, or employee of Reagan Mass Transit District or local public body with
financial interest or control in this contract during their tenure or for one year thereafter shall
have any interest, direct or indirect, in this contract or the proceeds thereof. See attached Conflict
of Interest Form. Review and sign.

9. Contract Changes

Any proposed change in this contract shall be submitted to Greg Gates, Executive Director of
Reagan Mass Transit District for his prior approval.

10. Subcontracts

The Contractor shall not enter into any sub-contracts or agreements or start any work by the
work forces of a subcontractor, or use any materials from the stores of a subcontractor, with
respect to this acquisition Project and any subsequent contracts, without the prior concurrence of
the Buyer(s). All such subcontracts and agreements shall be approved by the Buyer(s).

11. Vendor Registration with Illinois Department of Human Rights
Vendor must provide proof of Registration with the Illinois Department of Human Rights.
12. Assignment

The Contractor shall not assign its performance of any portion of the specified services under
any subsequent contract or agreement without the advance written consent of the Buyer(s). It is
hereby understood and agreed; that said consent must be sought in writing not less than ten (10)
calendar days prior to the date of any proposed assignment. The Buyer(s) reserves the right to
accept or reject any such assignment, although Buyer acceptance shall not be unreasonably
withheld. Acceptance of subcontractor is contingent upon their ability to comply with the
applicable terms, conditions, and clauses, particularly the assurances, contained in any
subsequent contract or agreement.

13. Retention of Records

The Contractor shall comply with 49 U.S.C. § 5325(g), and federal access to records
requirements as set forth in the applicable U.S. DOT Common Rules. Contractor is to maintain
verifiable records which include all Project eligible costs incurred while completing those tasks
contained in any contracted Scope of Work. The Contractor shall retain all books, records,
documents, and other material relevant to any subsequent contract or agreement for a period of
five (5) calendar years following the Buyer's final payment and all other pending matters are
closed. If any litigation, claim, negotiation, audit, or other action involving any contract or
agreement for a Project's records has been initiated prior to the expiration of the five-year period,
the Contractor shall retain the appropriate records of the Project for the five-year period
immediately following completion of the action and resolution of all issues arising from it. The
Contractor agrees that the Buyer or its designee shall have full access and the right to examine
any of said records at all reasonable times during said period.

14. Ownership of Documents

The Buyer shall retain ownership of all memorandums, plans, maps, and related documents.
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15. Government (IL) Inspection

The Contractor shall permit the authorized representatives of the Buyer(s), such as the Federal
Transit Administration or the State of Illinois to inspect and audit all data and records of the
Contractor relating to the Contractor's performance under any subsequent contract or agreement.
This applies to all third-party contract records (at any tier), as required. The Contractor and its
subcontractors shall maintain books, records, and documents and shall undertake such
accounting procedures and practices as may be deemed necessary to assure proper accounting of
all funds paid pursuant to any subsequent contract or agreement. All costs charged to items
performed under any subsequent contract or agreement shall be supported by properly executed
and clearly identified invoices, contracts, vouchers, or checks evidencing in detail the nature and
propriety of the charges. These records shall be subject at all reasonable times of the normal
business day to inspection, review, or audit by the Buyer, its authorized representative(s), the US
Secretary of Transportation, Comptroller, the State Auditor, or other governmental officials
authorized by law to monitor the contract or agreement and project site. The Contractor's fiscal
management system shall include the capability to provide accurate, current, and complete
disclosure of the financial status of any subsequent contract or agreement upon request.

16. Insurance

The Contractor and his subcontractors shall maintain Workmen's Compensation, Public
Liability, Property Damage, and Vehicle Liability Insurance in amounts and on terms
satisfactory to the Buyers and any specific insurance requirements noted in a procurement
solicitation. At a minimum, the following insurance requirements shall be met by the Contractor.
When applicable, more stringent or revised insurance requirements may be required. The
selected Contractor shall obtain and keep in force, at its own expense, during the full term of any
subsequent contract or agreement the following insurance coverage:

a.  Statutory Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability Insurance - All employees
of the Contractor performing work under any Contract or Agreement for this Project shall be
insured in the statutory amount required to comply with the laws of the State of Illinois, or their
respective State of incorporation, as appropriate.

b.  Comprehensive Vehicle Liability Insurance - All vehicles used in conjunction with the
performance of any Project Agreement, whether owned, non-owned, leased, or hired shall be
insured; limits for bodily injury or death shall not be less than Five Hundred Thousand and Zero
One-Hundredths Dollars ($500,000.00) per person and One Million and Zero One-Hundredths
Dollars ($1,000,000.00) per occurrence, and property damage limits of not less than Five
Hundred Thousand and Zero One-Hundredths Dollars ($500,000.00); or as an alternative, not
less than One Million and Zero One-Hundredths Dollars ($1,000,000.00) combined single-limit
coverage.

c.  Comprehensive General Liability Insurance - When applicable, the Contractor shall
maintain this insurance with limits for bodily injury or death of not less than Five Hundred
Thousand and Zero One-hundredths Dollars ($500,000.00) per incident, and One Million and
Zero One-hundredths Dollars ($1,000,000.00) aggregate. This insurance coverage must cover at
least the following types of coverage:

i. Operations - Premises Liability;
ii. Independent Contractor's Liability;
iii. Broad Form Contractual Liability, covering the Contractor's obligations under any
contract or agreement for the Project;
iv. Products Liability;
v. Completed Operations Liability;
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vi. Personal Injury Liability, including claims arising from employees of the
contractor; and
vil. Broad Form Property Damage Liability.

4. Umbrella Liability Insurance of not-less-than One Million Dollars
($1,000,000.00).

All such insurance, when required, shall be provided by insurance companies having a Best's
rating of not less than A+XII, as shown in the most current issue of Best's Key Rating Guide.

Property - Casualty.

The Contractor shall indemnify and hold the Buyer harmless against any direct or indirect
damages that shall be suffered or claimed for injuries to persons or property during the
performance of the work described in any subsequent contract or agreement for this Project.
Notwithstanding, the Buyer reserves all claims or rights of action against the Contractor as may
be required in the best interests of the Buyer.

The Buyer shall be named specifically as an additionally insured party for that insurance
coverage required for a given Project procurement. A Certificate of Insurance with the Buyer
listed as an additionally insured party shall be provided within ten (10) calendar days following
the execution of a contract or agreement. The Contractor's insurer shall agree to give the Buyer a
minimum of ten (10) calendar days advance written notice of a cancellation of insurance or a
reduction in coverage below the limits set forth in the contract or herein. Coverage in the
minimum amounts set forth herein shall not be construed to relieve the Contractor from liabilities
in excess of such coverage. The Contractor and all of its insurers shall waive all rights of
recovery or subrogation against the Buyer and their insurance companies.

Both parties agree to provide prompt notice in writing of the institution of any suit or proceeding
and permit defense of the same, and will provide all needed information and assistance to enable
either party to do so. The Contractor shall give immediate notice to Buyer of any suit, claim, or
action filed which arises out of the performance of any contract or agreement. Copies of all
pertinent papers shall be supplied to the appropriate party immediately.

When applicable, the Contractor shall require its subcontractors to obtain an amount of insurance
coverage which is deemed adequate by the Contractor, for their levels of Project participation.
The Contractor shall be liable to the extent that any subcontractor insurance coverage is
inadequate. Subcontractors shall submit insurance certificates evidencing coverage, prior to any
commencement of work. The Buyer reserves the right to inspect Contractor and Subcontractor
insurance policies, in regard to insurance requirements, prior to the commencement of any work.
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ADOPTED BY THE PARTIES AS WITNESSED AND DATED BELOW, SUBJECT TO THE
CONCURRENCE OF THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.

(If concurrence from another funding agency is also needed, that information may be added.)

EXECUTED THIS THE DAY OF , 2025
APPROVAL
Signature Signature
Greg Gates
Name of Signatory (print) Name of Signatory (print)

Executive Director
Office of Signatory Office of Signatory

Reagan Mass Transit District
Name of organization Name of Organization
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DISCLOSURE OF LOBBYING ACTIVITIES OMB Control Number: 4040-0013

Expiration Date: 2/28/2025

Complete this form to disclose lobbying activities pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352

1. * Type of Federal Action:

IZ a. contract
I:l b. grant

D c. cooperative agreement

D d. loan

D e. loan guarantee

D f. loan insurance

2. * Status of Federal Action: 3. * Report Type:

|:| a. bid/offer/application |X| a. initial filing
IE b. initial award D b. material change

|:| c. post-award

IZIPrime DSubAwardee

4. Name and Address of Reporting Entity:

* Name I I
* Street 1 I I Street 2 | |
* City I I State | | Zip | |

Congressional District, if known:

5. If Reporting Entity in No.4 is Subawardee, Enter Name and Address of Prime:

6. * Federal Department/Agency: 7. * Federal Program Name/Description:

CFDA Number, if applicable: |

8. Federal Action Number, if known: 9. Award Amount, if known:

$ | |

10. a. Name and Address of Lobbying Registrant:

Prefix I:I * First Namel

I Middle Name | |

* Last Name I I Suffix |
* Street 1 | | Street 2 | |
* City |

| State | | Zip | |

b. Individual Performing Services (including address if different from No. 10a)

Prefix I:I * First Name I IMiddle Name | |

* Last Name I I Suffix |

* Street 1 | | Street 2 | |
* City |

|State | |Zip | |

411. Information requested through this form is authorized by title 31 U.S.C. section 1352. This disclosure of lobbying activities is a material representation of fact upon which
reliance was placed by the tier above when the transaction was made or entered into. This disclosure is required pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1352. This information will be reported to
the Congress semi-annually and will be available for public inspection. Any person who fails to file the required disclosure shall be subject to a civil penalty of not less than
$10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

* Signature:

*Name: Prefix I:I * First Name I I Middle Name | |

* Last Name I

I Suffix | |

Title: |

| Telephone No.: | |Date: I I

STANDARD FORM LLL (REV. 7/1997)
Authorized for Local Reproduction
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